
Walt Whitman PTA Meeting Minutes 
January 5, 2021 
 
Meeting called to order and minutes from December meeting approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Nothing new to report. 
 
Correspondence: Nothing new to report. 
 
President’s Report: 
Happy New Year to everyone! We are looking forward to a great year and I think we are 
all happy to have 2020 behind us! We wish everyone lots of good health in the 
upcoming year!   
 
Also, we just wanted to mention again that as the COVID-19 numbers continue to rise, 
we want to do everything we can to help in any way we can during these challenging 
times. If you, your child or anyone in your household is quarantined at home, please 
know that the PTA is here to provide whatever support you need. We would be more 
than happy to help coordinate running errands, grocery shopping, cooking meals or 
anything else you might need. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to us and we will make 
sure you get whatever you need and it will always be kept confidential. 
 

We would like to give a huge thank you to the Silberstein family for their incredibly 
generous donation to our PTA.  This donation is a tremendous help to our goal of 
bringing fun and educational events and programs to our children. 
 

We had a great holiday season for giving. Together we were able to donate over 1600 
food and essential items to Long Island Cares food bank at a time of unprecedented 
need. We truly appreciate all of your generosity and special thanks to the winning grade 
which was second grade!! They will be awarded a movie day soon!  Thank you so much 
to everyone who contributed, your donations will make a big difference in the lives of 
families on Long Island.  
 

We would also like to say thank you to Lauren Grams, Lauren Weissman and Jamie 
Korn for a successful virtual holiday Boutique and since this is Lauren Weissman & 
Jamie’s last year at Walt Whitman, a big thanks for making many, many holiday 
boutiques a success in the past. It’s unfortunate that your last one had to be virtual but 
we greatly appreciate all of your efforts!  
 

Thank you to all of the class parents who provided activities or supplies for class holiday 
parties and for making the children smile even though they couldn’t be there to see it!!  
 

The kids seemed to really enjoy the laser light show before the break. A big thanks to 
Lucille Polidoro for arranging it. We are also so excited for all of the upcoming arts in Ed 
events we have, including, the science show tomorrow and more that will be discussed 



later in the meeting. Thanks again to Lucille - it is such a nice break in the day for all of 
the students!  
 

Our mask fundraiser is still going on. The link to order is available on our website - 
http://WaltWhitmanpta.org  
 

This Thursday, January 7th, we will be having a virtual Dance Party to celebrate the end 
of 2020 and what we hope is the beginning of the end of virtual PTA events! The kids 
will be getting their groove on and dancing in our living rooms with a fun DJ!! The blast 
was sent out today so please RSVP and request your children’s favorite songs. We 
hope to see you all there! 
 

We will have lots of exciting virtual events coming up, please be sure to check our 
website for information.  Also, please feel free to reach out to either one of us if you 
have any questions or concerns.  
 
 
Mr. Snyder's Report: 
-new policy – if you are required to quarantine after travel, your child will not be eligible 
for virtual learning 
 -if you choose to keep your child home from school as a precaution, your child is 
not eligible for virtual learning 
 -if you are required to quarantine because of positive test or close contact with 
someone who is positive, then your child qualifies for virtual learning 
-overflow class update: 
 -1st and 2nd continue to have overflow classrooms 
 -4th grade is now adding an overflow classroom for once a week 
-Mrs. Garrett is about to have her baby so there will be two new teachers to support 
virtual learning for 1st grade 
 
Arts in Ed: 
Side by Side Science show 

This newly designed virtual show gets students engaged and excited to experience 
amazing principles of science while they share safe experiments in front of their 
computers.  The students will participate in  a physics, mathematics, air pressure, and a 
chemistry experiment using simple items such as a Nickle, penny, empty water bottle 
and many more fun items! The PTA will be providing all the material for the experiment  

Diversity of Dance January 21st 

This interactive dance assembly exposes students and youth to the impact of 
globalization and the power of embracing cultural diversity through dance and 
entertainment. Students will watch and participate in thrilling dance performances. 

Tracing through Jamaica, South Korea, Latin America, and India, the Diversity of Dance 
School Assembly teaches students and youth the creation and transformation of Hip 
Hop Dance throughout the world. Students will be inspired through participation to push 

http://waltwhitmanpta.org/


boundaries and embrace diversity.  Styles of dance discussed and demonstrated 
include Hip-Hop, Bollywood, K-Pop, Dance Hall, and Reggae. 

 
Board of Ed Report: 
BOE Meeting 12/14/20 
 Evaluation on the remediation for the Syosset Park area 

o Lengthy discussion about the property 
o Remedial action work plan presented by Walden Environmental 

Engineering PLLC 
 Dr. Rogers report- 

o How to handle snow days in this upcoming year.  Approach, the state has 
created a pilot program which allows schools to pivot to virtual instruction on a day 
which would have been a closure day for inclement weather. 

 So many unknowns later on the year, they want to protect as many days as 
possible 

 Potential to lose days by either a google outage or staff being out due to 
Covid.  The virtual options protect days of the unknown. 

 Helps preserves as many days of instruction 
o Uptick in the number of Covid in our learning community 

 Contact tracing, with this uptick it could take longer than it has been.  Working 
all hours to make it work.  

  If you do come in contact with someone in schools who have tested positive 
you will be contacted by the school/DOH and will be asked to quarantine for 14 days. 

 Yellow Zones- Micro Cluster strategy-Implemented in the middle of October 
and was recently revised the week before the BOE meeting  

 Created a series of metrics that include rate of prevalence of covid in the 
community and the hospital capacity that is being consumed or that is no longer 
available 

 Based on these metrics you will be determined if you are a hotspot.  They 
create restrictive controls. Progressively Yellow Zone, Orange Zone, and Red 
Zone 

 Yellow Zone- 2.5 % positivity rate on a 7 day rolling average for 10 days 
straight. 

 School falls into yellow zone- School by school basis-not district.  Surveillance 
Testing has to be put into place for that school if remaining in person.  20% of 
the school population must be tested over a two week period.  The positivity rate must 
be lower than the rate based on the surrounding area.  If that rate is lower the school 
can remain open and will not need to test again 

 Orange Zone School- School must test 20% of the school population every 
month for as long as the school remains open except they want to spread the testing 
out.  Example test 10% in the first half of the month and the other 10% in the second 
half of the month. 

 Red Zone School- Same as orange except the percentage goes from 20% to 
30% of testing the population of the school population. 

 Plan A for testing (Great Neck school district did this)-  Outsource the testing to 
an independent third party. Conduct the testing in the school building during the school 
day and would require parental permission. Testing company will bill the insurance 
company- school district would pay for the cost of a test if the child was not insured 



 Plan B for testing- If many schools are designated Yellow Zoned- and might 
not be able to get third party- we would try to teach Syosset staff how to 
administer the test. 
 
o Audience to the Public: 

 On the topic of 20% random testing- How do we select the children? 
Percentage per grade? percentage per school? And will there be supervision if testing is 
done in school. 

 Response- Zone designation is done by school, some of the schools are in the 
zone and some might not be in zone. 20% of the entire population does not have to be 
by grade. You can also go to your own pediatrician.   Children selected at 
random.  Other districts have sent permission slips home and we will pursue that 
process as well. Students are brought down and swabbed very briefly, at the end of the 
day with additional time the parent can accompany the child for the test but not during 
the school day. 
 
 Are these rapid tests we are conducting and if a child tests positive 
there how are we handling it. 

 Plan A- Is PCR tests 
 Plan B- rapid tests- results available in 15 minutes- if positive same protocol 

will be put into play as a sick kid- will be placed in the isolation room and parents will be 
contacted. 
 
 
Directory: Access to the directory is for paid PTA members for 2020-21 school year 
only. Contact Dana Kralstein at dana.kralstein@gmail.com if you joined the PTA and 
are unable to access the directory. Also contact Dana if you have changes or additions 
or siblings to update. 
 
Discount Card: 
The discount card is back by popular demand! Support our PTA and save money locally 
with our wallet sized discount card. This program features 20 local vendors offering 
discounts to any cardholder! Cards are $20 each and valid for one year. You do not 
need to be a Whitman family to purchase a card so feel free to share with local family 
and friends! Buy one for each of your family members! New vendors this year include: 
Gold Coast Kids, Rags clothing, Lester’s and Sobol.  Many vendors from last year 
returning such as Sugar Crazy, Organic Krush, Victoria’s Market, Dugans, Q’doba 
and Andrew Howard dry cleaners. The cards are now available for purchase!  
 
Fifth Grade Committee: 
To all 5th grade parents - To those of you who have already submitted photos, we thank 
you!  For those of you who did not follow the link/approval to our share site sent on 
12/15, that link may be expired.  You may need to request access through the site 
(turnaround for approval is generally one day).   In addition, please fill out the student 
survey/questionnaire and booster forms on the PTA website.  If you go to the website, 
and hover over the menu bar for "Committees", then "Fifth Grade", you will see three 
links to the right pop up for the yearbook, boosters and survey.  The deadline to submit 
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pictures and survey is extended until Friday, January 15th and Boosters are due by 
January 29th.      
 
Mask Fundraiser: 
We are selling kids youth KN95 masks and adult masks through Rebecca Zinn, who 
has graciously offered to share the profits with the PTA. Flyer will be sent out soon. 
Questions please contact Rebecca at rlzinn80@gmail.com 

Nominating Committee: 

The nominating committee has been formed and will be meeting shortly. Please be on 
the lookout for a form about open positions. We have a lot of open positions this year 
and we really need people to volunteer to fill them. If you have any questions about 
positions pls feel free to reach out and I can explain the positions to you. For example, 
we have a few delegate positions open. Being a delegate is a great way to get involved 
in the district and the Syosset community. The form will be sent out within the next few 
weeks!!  
Upcoming Dates: 
1/7    Virtual Dance Party 
1/11    Budget & BOE Mtg, 8pm 
1/14    Virtual International Day 
1/18    No School 
1/28    SEPTA General Meeting @ 7:45pm 
2/2    Taco Tuesday, Council Ways & Means Event 
2/3    Zoom PTA mtg @7:30pm 
2/6    Council Valentine’s Day Fundraiser Deadline 
2/8    Budget & BOE Mtg, 8pm 
2/8    Virtual PTA Reflections Ceremony@ 7pm 
2/10    PTA Council Evening Program @7:30pm 
2/11    WW Spirit Day 
2/12-19   No School 
2/26    WW Spirit Day 
3/4    Zoom PTA mtg @7:30pm 
 
 
PTA Meeting Times: 
Wednesday, February 3rd at 7:30 pm, Thursday, March 4th at 7:30pm, Thursday, April 
8th at 7:30pm, Monday, May 3rd at 7:30pm & Wednesday, June 9th at  7:30 pm  

 
Spirit Dates: 
Friday, January 15th- Friday, January 29th- Thursday, February 11th- 

Friday, February 26th- Friday, March 12th- Friday, March 26th- Friday, April 9th-  

Friday, April 23rd- Friday, May 7th- Friday, May 21st- Friday, June 4th- Friday, June 18th 
– Friday, June 25th 
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